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As stated in
d

~~ 4, Gene- Luedecke’s ~ovember~, 1958
memorandumproposeschangesin the TaskFbrceconceptand organiza-
tion to permitgreatereconcauy,efficiencyand hemony in the conduct
of nucleartestsat the EniwetokRwving Ground.

However,the largerproblemreqziringresolutiq before decidingon
JTF-7 reorganization,is the fWura of EFG as a test site. We have
been advisedthat the Ccmlssion does not desire to go back to testing
at Em. In Qrder to permit a diflnlte decision, alternate werseas
test sitesmust be evaluatedto detemlne vhethera new locationwill
in factreduceinternationaland otherproblemsC ratherIncrease
them.

JTF-7 is proceeding vith studies of veatherand shippingproblems
in alternate loca*ions particularly south of Eilo and east of
christmas. The Navy is evaluating kge handling problems in the
open sea includingfeasibility of recoveryby an LSD.

Shouldopen seahandlingprovefeasibleand cur laboratories
Indicatethat adequatediagnosticscanbe accomplishedin the open
sea, thenfalloutproblems,sizeof necessarydanger areas,inter-
ferencevith fishingand commerce- numberof suitablefiringdays
must be determined.A closelookmst be taken at new international
problemsthatthesefactorsmW raise. Se resultsof such a study
wouldprobablybe presentedto the tission for a decision on the”
future of EPG. Shouldit be decided to abandonfurthertesting at
EFG, more than $1 million per xmth can be saved by early dlscontlrmance
of its support. ,E, on the otherMM, m findthat the reascm which
dictatedgoingto EPG are stillove~ Gem3ralIkmdecke’s
suggestionsmust *e consideredalongwLth the OPPOSlteapproa~ m
laboratory personnel have suggested, that of @ng to a civilian run
_tion simihr to m!s.
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